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THE ROYAL LAW
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INTRODUCTION1

As man awakes from his nightly slumber, he is forced to grasp the
reality that he will, at one time or another, be faced with numerous
choices throughout the coming day. But he must also appreciate that
with his choices will come the consequences that can have an impact
upon his entire life. The same is true for you and me as Christians. As
we arise each and every morning, it is a given that Satan will place
before us trials and temptations (Jas. 1:14) so as to offer us an opportu-
nity to make a choice that could very well jeopardize our eternal
welfare. Thus, it is imperative that each of us makes the right choices
to avoid displeasing God.

But how can we evade making the wrong choice in our lives? How
can we elude the price of eternal damnation which accompanies one’s
submission to temptation (Jas. 1:15; Rom. 6:23)? The answer to such
a quandary lies within our willingness to adhere to the wisdom of God
(Pro. 1:7). No matter the situation or circumstance, we all must
formulate our own decision to either submit to the wants and wishes of
this present age, which creates envy, strife, and selfishness, or to
surrender to the ways of God, which creates peace, gentleness, and
equality (Jas. 3:13-17). No matter the area under discussion, thankfully,
God has given us some insight to help in our decision making process.
Whether we are being confronted with accepting our own sinfulness
(Rom. 3:10, 23), our reception of Christ dying on our own behalf (Mt.
20:28), or how we ought to behave ourselves in the house of God
(1 Tim. 3:15), God has provided us with His wisdom to assist us in
making the right choice.
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However, even though God has arranged for us to know His will
(2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2:15), not all willingly accept His message. In reality,
mankind is not known for conducting itself in ways that are becoming
of God. Time and again, man has sought to do things which are right
in his own sight (Pro. 3:7; 16:2; Jgs. 21:25). The Bible is filled with
examples where this has been the case. These examples include: 1)
Adam and Eve partaking of the forbidden fruit (Gen. 3:1-7), 2) Uzzah
reaching out to still the Ark (2 Sam. 6:3-8), and 3) even our first
century brethren treating each other with prejudice (Jas. 2:1-13). Yet,
Holy Writ is also shows that many who received God’s instruction
humbly did what was asked. Providing an excellent example which
illustrates this fact, Luke states:

And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear
the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, And saw
two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out
of them, and were washing their nets. And he entered into one of
the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would
thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the
people out of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said
unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for
a draught. And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have
toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy
word I will let down the net (Lk. 5:1-5, emphasis added).

Those words recorded by Luke describe the mind-set of one who
was not only willing to accept the authority of Christ, but was also
loyal enough to accept His instruction on any given matter. That is the
whole purpose of God giving us His divine will (2 Tim. 3:16). It is
there to tutor us so that we can make the right choice in life, and so that
we can live by faith (Rom. 1:17).

Living by faith is what the Christian life is all about. Thus, it is
essential for us to receive godly training in all areas of our lives. This
includes areas where we stand in need of teaching, and especially those
areas where we may be oblivious to our need for instruction. That was
the case with brethren in the first century who were guilty of being
respecters of persons. Prejudice, discrimination, and respect of persons
(for whatever reasons) are not modern problems. There have always
been distinctions between the rich and poor, the educated and unedu-
cated, the young and the old, the weak and the strong, the powerful and
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the powerless. Dealing with such matters, James offered instruction on
man’s equality to first century brethren who were respecters of persons.

EQUALITY IS COMPATIBLE WITH CHRIST
James wrote: “My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons” (Jas. 2:1). It is
evident that at least some brethren had an attitude problem regarding
those they deemed insignificant or unimportant in the Lord’s church.
Man’s equality was not something they merely misunderstood, it was
a concept contrary to everything they had ever known. Whether it was
cultural, economic or social, respect of persons was a common factor
in Roman society. However, it was unacceptable in New Testament
Christianity.

This truth is founded upon the fact that Christ was not a respecter
of persons. Even our Lord’s enemies admitted: “Master, we know that
thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou
for any man: for thou regardest not the person of men” (Mt. 22:16). No,
the focus of our Lord was far from what most people tend to center
their attention upon. He was not concerned about the outward appear-
ance of a person, his ethnic background (Gal. 3:28), or any other
superficiality. None of those things carried more weight than the fruit
of the Spirit which was to be manifested in their lives (Gal. 5:22-23).
Our Lord looked upon the heart of man knowing full well that out of
the heart are “the issues of life” (Pro. 4:23). It is from within the heart
that man acts and behaves. Thus, we can see why our Lord was greatly
impressed by the widow who gave all that she had (Mk. 12:41-44), as
compared to the Pharisee who boasted of his offering (Lk. 18:9-14).
Why was Barnabas so open to accept the conversion of Saul of Tarsus
when the other disciples would not? Was it not because he did not
allow his heart to follow the pattern of this world, and instead followed
the blueprint of Christ, showing no respect of persons (Acts 9:26-28)?

Too often, we become Satan’s prototype of prejudice. We are prone
to judge, discriminate, and/or show partiality toward others solely on
the basis of a person’s past, dress, skin color, or any other prejudice.
How can we show Christ living in us (Gal. 2:20) and be holy as He is
Holy (1 Pet. 1:14-16) when we show respect of persons? James
commands God’s children not to engage in such thinking, and the
deeds which result from it, because it is unacceptable to Christ and it
is not in keeping with the example He set.
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EQUALITY REFLECTS CONSIDERATION
TO THOSE GOD CONSIDERS PRECIOUS

After showing how equality was compatible with Christ, James
turned his attention to how partiality is disrespectful to God and to
those God considers precious. The reason for this being dishonorable
is two-fold.

First, it is disgraceful because it creates a divided allegiance within
the hearts of brethren. About this, James says: “Are ye not then partial
in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts” (Jas. 2:4;
emphasis added). James made it clear that those brethren had become
double-minded (Jas. 1:8-11) and were trying to serve two masters.
However, Jesus declared: “No man can serve two masters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Mt. 6:24). Such
a mind-set not only indicates a lack of stable reasoning, those who
discriminate, giving favor to the rich and lacking consideration for the
poor, manifest a corrupt mind because they serve only themselves
(Rom. 16:17-18).

Secondly, respect of persons is scandalous because it does not take
into account that God choose those who are rich in faith to be heirs of
the kingdom of God (Jas. 2:5; Acts 10:34-35). Showing how unaccept-
able partiality came to be and showed itself in the early church, Shelly
points out:

In the first-century churches composed of poor and humble
people, there was a temptation to regard the conversion of a rich
or otherwise prominent man as a special event and to make a
fuss over him. But there can be no such distinction of wealth,
rank, race, or prestige in the church. Neither can there be
discrimination in reverse where a wealthy or influential man in
the community is treated contemptuously and put in his place by
the church.2

 Thus, we can see the reason why James says: “Hearken, my beloved
brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?”
(Jas. 2:5). James was simply reminding the brethren that the poor are
precious in the sight of God and that they are not to be treated with
partiality nor discriminated against. Why? Because these souls were
important to God (Jn. 3:16; Lk. 4:16-18), and they had access to every
privilege which belongs to any child of God (Rom. 8:16-17).
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There is one place—and only one place—where all men are totally
equal. That place is in Christ Jesus. Paul proclaimed: “There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28, emphasis added).
Thus, one should be able to see why James presented those brethren
with such a harsh rebuke because they had “despised the poor” (Jas.
2:6). Others were guilty of showing partiality to the very ones who had
oppressed and treated them wrongly. These acts were blasphemous to
the giver of life (Jas. 2:6-7).

EQUALITY REFLECTS A
CONSISTENCY WITH THE ROYAL LAW

To further support God’s stance against partiality, James reaches
back into the Old Testament to draw the brethren’s attention to the fact
that God has never appreciated prejudice.

Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not
respect the person of the poor, nor honour the person of the
mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour.
Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people:
neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am
the Lord. Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou
shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon
him. Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the
children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself: I am the Lord” (Lev. 19:15-18, emphasis added).

As you can see, everything hinged on people exhibiting a proper
attitude of love toward one another. James describes this as the “Royal
Law.” This Law declares that each person is to love (be concerned
about the welfare of) his neighbor as himself. To demonstrate discrimi-
nation is manifesting more than a mere character flaw, it is showing a
transgression of God’s Royal Law. A person may, in most respects,
appear to be a wonderful person. Yet, he can spoil the entirety of his
influence by simply being partial toward a fellow human being.

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus, in a very creative way,
offers mankind a vital lesson in this area. He points out that one man
out of three fulfilled the Royal Law. Why? Because the Samaritan did
what was best for the man who had been robbed. In essence, Jesus
informs the crowd that anyone who stands in need of help is our
neighbor (Lk. 10:25-37). Thus, loving one another and fulfilling the
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Royal Law is not determined by kinship, partiality, or respect of
persons, but rather by seeking what is best for all of mankind.

James indicates that the person who responds otherwise is not only
discriminating, he is guilty of being a law breaker (Jas. 2:9-11). If a
person is going to claim the law for one’s own justification in one
matter—salvation—he must be sure that he is consistent in every other
matter as well. The Royal Law is a “law of love,” and it includes loving
both the rich and the poor. Only by entirely submitting to such can one
do well (Jas. 2:8).

EQUALITY EXPRESSES ONE’S
CONSIDERATION OF THE JUDGEMENT TO COME
After offering so many compelling arguments against discrimina-

tion, James closes this final section of Scripture with an appeal for
these brethren to consider one more consequence of continuing down
the road of being partial toward their brothers and sisters in Christ.
James centers his argument on the fact that each of them should
consider their actions based on the final judgment which is yet to come.
He says: “So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the
law of liberty” (Jas. 2:12). Too often, man tends to speak or act before
he really considers the final outcome of his words or deeds. That seems
to be the case with the brethren with which James was dealing. They
had been showing respect of persons without considering how such
treatment affected the mercy God would show them. When a person
discriminates against another, they are, in essence, showing no mercy.
James clearly stated the outcome of such when he explained: “For he
shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy” (Jas.
2:13).

It is imperative that all Christians remember that we will stand
before the judgment seat of Christ (Rom. 14:10) and give an account
for all that we have done, “whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). In
this case, both their speech (Jas. 2:3) and their deeds were witnesses to
their sin of favoritism.

CONCLUSION
The book of James is a very profound epistle because it confronts

a number of vitally important topics that are central to the Christian
life. Unlike many who are willing to overlook blatant sinful acts and
appease men, James would not turn a blind eye to such corruptness.
Instead, he convincingly extended the truth of God to sinful men in an
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effort to influence and to help them make righteous choices in their
lives. Jesus’ behavior toward others was never marred by a prejudicial
mind-set. He taught His followers to emulate His attitude of impartial-
ity.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Rubel Shelly, What Christian Living Is All About - Studies in James
(Nashville, TN: 20th Century Christian Foundation, 1974), 29.
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